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NEED TO EDUCATE WORKERS IN SPIRIT OF CLASS STRUGGLE 
Tirana ZERI I POPULLIT in Albanian 27 Feb 82 pp 2-3 


[Article by Xhafer Dobrushi: “Educating the Workers With the Spirit of the 
Dictatorship of the Proletariat and the Class S:ruggle Is a Continuing Task") 


[Text] Within the conditions of the construction and defense of the socialist 
social order the communist education of the masses is one of the most vital 
areas in the struggle for the victory of the socialist way of development over 
the capitalist way. Basic to this organized, all round, long educational pro- 
cess, which is guided by the party in every step, is the molding of our new man 
with the spirit of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the class struggle. 
"The party--Comrade Enver Hoxha stated at the historical Eighth Party Congress 
of the Albanian Workers Party (AWP)--must work tirelessly to continually edu- 
cate the communists, tie people and the new generation with the spirit of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and the class struggle so that they will always 
be vigilant and ready to defend socialism from every danger and all enemies and 
struggle in their conscience, within the ranks of the party and the people, 
against everything that is contrary to the spirit and principles of socialism.” 


It is not at all by chance that the AWP and Comrade Enver Hoxha in all the 
stages of the revolution and socialist construction have always closely linked 
the problem of the correct development of the class struggle, in a revolutionary 
way, to the victory, strengthening and defense of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. It is a known fact of Marxist-Leninist theory that during the 
whole period of transition from capitalism to communism, the class struggle 
and the dictatorship of the proletariat, as two general objective laws which 
are characterized by the same development process: the construction of the 
socialist society and then the communist society, cannot exist or be properly 
understood apart from each other. This idea passes like a red thread through 
all the monumental works of Marx and Engel and has found in them a brilliant 
scientific argument and development. While expressing his basic theory on 
class, the class struggle and the socialist state Marx showed"...that the class 
struggle leads without fail to the dictatorship...of the proletariat that this 
dictatorship is not just a transition to the disappearance of every class and 
to a classless society.” Marx based this revolutionary conclusion on the ob- 
jective laws of social development, on the historic mission of the proletariat 
as a class: as the gravedigger of capitalism and the builder of the new social- 
ist and communist society. The AWP and Comrade Enver Hoxha while implementing, 
with determination and consistency, the Marxist-Leninist theory, have always 























placed these important principles at the foundation of the revolutionary class 
education of the communists, the cadres, the working class, the masses and the 
new generation. The party has considered and continues to consider the correct 
understanding and implementation of these principles: the arming of every com- 
munist, cadre and worker with the spirit of the development of the class strug- 
gle and the strengthening and defense of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
as the principle condition for the advance, with determination and without 
avoidance or vecillation of the revolution and of socialist construction in 
the country. 


Naturally, molding and deeply implanting this kind of scientific materialistic 
thought is not an easy matter that progresses spontaneously by itself; it is 
a programmed process that is well directed and organized. On this broad and 
complicated front the party, relying strongly on the Marxist-Leninist ideology 
and on generalizing the theoretically rich experience of the revolution and 
the socialist construction in our country, has fought simultaneously on many 
directions and sides. 


The party is engaged in a harsh battle against modern Soviet, Yugoslav, Chinese 
and Eurocommunist revisionists to preserve the purity of Marxism-Leninism. The 
AWP and Comrade Enver Hoxha have forcefully uncovered and unmasked the hostiie 
counter-revolutionary dimensions and goals of revisionist theories and prac- 
tices “on the extinction of the class struggle," on the absurd claim that 
supposedly the dicatatorship of the proletariat is realized in the form of 
“direct self-administered demcracy" and on the transformation of the dicta- 
torship proletariat of the “into a state for all the people,” etc. The 
struggle against these pseudotheories has fully proved that they are nothing 
but a revival and a continuation of old opportunistic views, especially the 
views of the tr-itorous leaders of the Second International, against whom 

V.I. Lenin developed a strong fight. In unmasking their efforts to liberalize 
Marxism, V.I. Lenin stressed that “to restrict Marxism to the theory of the | 
class struggle means to distort and misinterpret it; it means to group it with 
ail that is acceptable to the bourgeoisie. A Marxist is one who extends his 
understanding of the class struggle to include an understanding of the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat.” 


The p.rty has uncovered, unmasked and harshly condemned the attempts of inter- 
nal enemies, who have made an appearance from time to time, to weaken the 
class struggle and soften its cutting edge, to lower vigilance and liberalize 
life in our country. The experience of the fight against them has proved that 
their efforts and their dark devilish goals, under one form or another, have 
had as their principal objective to minimize, weaken and destroy the dictator- 
ship of the proletartat and the guiding role of the party within it. 


The struggle against enemies abroad and those within the country has proved the 
the correctness of the party theory that the class struggle, regardless of the 
defined areas where it is concentrated and develops, never loses its marked 
political character and cannot be separated from the ruling government or from 
its efforts and struggle to protect and consolidate itself. 


The tasks set down by the Eighth Party Congress for the education of commun- 
ists, the people and our youth with the spirit of the dictatorship of the 

















proletariat and the class struggle is no. oaly a principled theoretical problem 
of great im ortance, but is, at the same time, a problem of the daily work, 
struggle and practical activity of every basic party organization, of every 
communist and every cadre and worker. In a class society no one can rerain 
outside the class relations and contradictions and outside the class struggle. 
Even a socialist society, which moves forward, develops according to the law 
of the class struggle. Within the condition of a harsh class struggle, people, 
no matter where they work, produce, learn and are trained, in their conduct 
and activities hold to a definite class behavior. In order for this behavior 
and activity to respond to and always serve the interests of the working 
class, the people, the revolution and to strengthen the diccatorship of t.c 
proletariat and all the socialist order, it is necessary that communists, 
workers and our youth, at work, within the family and society be always guided 
by a scientific and materialistic world outlook, by our party line and by the 
teachings of Comrade Enver Hoxha. 


The main thing in the work of the basic party and communist organizations to 
thorcughly assimilate and correctly implement always the party line and the 
teachings of Comrade Enver Hoxha on the class struggle. It is well known that 
this struggle remains, through the stage of the complete construction of 
socialist society up to communism, an objective law and the principal moving 
force of the society. However, this objectivity in character does mot mean that 
the development of the class struggle can be linked to spontaneity. While in- 
sisting on familiarity with the conditions and factors that make the develop- 
ment of the class struggle a law, the party has formulated the materialistic 
theory that the subjective factor, mainly the guiding role of the party, plays 
a decisive role in the results to be achieved in this struggle. From these 
party teachings emerges the fact that to effectively guide the education of 
communists and workers with the spirit of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
and the class struggle, means to harmonize and fuse into one the work for 
creating firm convictions and a socialist awareness based on the assimilation 
of Marxism-Leninism, inciting the masses to take part in a concrete revolu- 
tionary struggle to implement all the tasks of socialist construction, which 
are defined in the state planin the areas of production, defense, education, 
science and culture, etc. 


The historical experience of our country and our party shows that the implemen- 
tation of the great and difficult tasks of the Seventh Five-Year Plan, the 
continued progress of socialist construction in our country, the successful 
confrontation of the harsh imperialist-revisionist blockade and encirclement 
require people who are molded and tempered as revolutionaries; armed at a 
higher level with a Marxist-Leninist outlook and ethics, so they can always 
be correctly and comprehensively oriented in the class struggle; capable of 
confronting the pressures from the ideology of the exploiting classes. In 
this area an important ideological problem is the struggle against a petit- 
bourgeois mentality and psychology which emerges in attitudes towards work 
and ownership. 


Our working man is characterized by a great conscientiousness in work and in 
protecting socialist property, although, we come across instances when per- 
sonal interests are considered before the general interest; when group and 

enterprise interests are considered before the interests of society and the 




















State; we come across instances of the violation of work discipline of inexcus- 
able absences, of low, poor quality production, of failure to make full use of 
production capabilities, superficial attention to the subject matter during 
classes, damage to and uisuse of common property. 


The success of the struggle to eliminate these manifestaticns and to strengthen 
the communist education of the workers depends to a great extent on whether 
these attitudes are understood as and are always treated as concrete expres- 

s ons of the class struggle: as events with concrete causes or simply as acts 
of chance, without concrete causes and connections. As the party and Comrade 
Enver Hoxha recommend, the basic party organizations and the comsunists should 
guide this struggle, not just by concentrating on chance occasions and expres- 
sions, although they may be worrisome and alarming, but by a deep and systema- 
tic study of the situation; analyzing the problem and the dynamics of its de- 
velopment from many angles. In this way, a clear picture is created of the 
class struggle in every collective; negative factors and their causes are 
uncovered; work is scheduled to eliminate or transform them, the masses are 
mobilized and incited to take part in the struggle; the level of class con- 
sciousness is raised; manifestations are combatted from the very beginning and 
the class struggle is kept alive from a position of attack. In order to cor- 
rectly develop the class struggle in the ideological field, the party has 
taught and continues to teach us “not to forget for a single instance that the 
remnants of the past mesh with the degenerate influences of the imperialist- 
revisionist encirclement which, claiming to be ‘modern’ and ‘advanced,’ basic- 
ally the same old dangerous elements." 


in order to have a healthy educational work with people and to effectively | 
combat all foreign expressions and liberal attitudes that emerge, as always, / 
it is necessary not to minimize the danger of these expressions and attitudes, 
so that Liberal concepts and practices will not be overlooked and ignored and 
called by different names as has happened in the past, but so that they will 
be uncovered and harshly confronted. A more comprehensive concept must be 
created in every worker, concerning the confrontation of the influences of 

the all-round pressure of the imperialist-revisionist encirclement, as a front 
where everyone has his specific duties. The blockade and the encirclement can 
be successfully broken when every worker lives intensely with the situations 
when he works and struggles every moment to confront them and to derive les- 
sons and tasks from them, while increasing vigilance and performing the daily 
tasks for the fulfillment of the plan, improving quality, increasing produc- 
tion, lowering costs and developing the technical and scientific revolution, 
and so on. This will lead to a feeling of responsibility in every worker to 
build and protect socialism; it will awaken the interest of the masses and 
their participation in directing the affairs of the state and society. In 
this environment, 2.0 gaps or periods of tranquility and euphoria will be per- 
mitted and every infringement of and departure from socialist principles and 
norms will be exposed and fought. 


A conscientious understanding and implementation by the communists, the people 
and our youth of the party line concerning the class struggle and its perpe- 
tual bond to the dictatorship of the proletariat is a vital problem, and as 
Comrade Enver Hoxha stresses it is “only by correctly developing the class 
struggle, without deviation, with broad participation by the working masses, 
guided by the party, that the present will always be built correctly and will 
stand on sound foundations and the future of socialiem and the fatherland 
will be insured.” 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


SLOVAK MINISTER ON NATIONALITIES POLICY 
Bratislava NOVE SLOVO in Slovak No 9, 4 Mar 82 p 9 


[Article by Eng Jan Gregor, vice premier of the SSR: “Unity and Friendly 
Cooperation--Achievemeiits of the CPCZ Nationalities Policy") 


{Text} One of the main springs of the CPCZ's creativity over its 60 years of 
Struggles for a revolutionary transformation of Czechoslovak society has been 
the ideological and political program of proletarian internationalism. The 
CPCZ was organized and has developed as an international organization--it 
united the Czech and Slovak as well as German, Hungarian, Polish and 

Ukrainian working people and struggled tenaciously for their social and 
national liberation. It fused its struggle against national oppression with 
its struggle against the capitalist system, with its struggle for the instal- 
lation of the dictatorship of the proletariat and for the building of socialist 
society. 


The liberation of the Czechoslovak Republic by the Soviet Army and the victory 
of our workers class over the bourgeoisie in 1948 created the fundamental 
preconditions for a radical solution of the problems of our national minorities 
along the lines of Marxist-Leninist principles. Experience has confirmed that 
socialist society alone can overcome national oppression and inequality,elimi- 
nate antagonism among nations and nationalities, and provide auspicious con- 
ditions for emancipation of all nations and nationalities. 


According to the census of 1980, among the 4,987,853 citizens residing on the 
territory of the SSR 559,801 (11.2 percent) were of Hungarian and 37,179 
(0.7 percent) of Ukrainian nationality. The Hungarian ethnic population is 
settled mainly in the okreses of Bratislava-Suburbs, Dunajska Streda, Galanta, 
Komarno, Levice, Nitra, Nove Zamky, Lucenec, Rimavska Sobota, Velky Krtis, 
Kosice-Suburbs, Roznava, Trebisov, and in the cities of Bratislava and Kosice. 
Most citizens of Hungarian nationality live in the okreses of Dunajska Streda, 
88.2 percent; Komarno, 72.2 percent; Rimavska Sobota, 47.9 percent; Galanta, 
44.5 percent; Nove Zamky, 41.5 percent, and Trebisov, 39.3 percent. 











An overwhelming part of the Ukrainian ethnic population resides in the okreses 
of Humenne (16.3 percent of all residents), Svidnik (15.5 percent), Bardejov 
(6.2 percent), Stara Lubovna (5.5 percent) and in Presow okres {1.1 percent). 


A sensitive attitude to the needs of each nation and nationality is of enormous 
importance for consolidation of unity among our nations and nationalities and 
for enhancement of Czechoslovak socialist patriotism. A correct approach in 
translating the Marxist-Leninist doctrine on nationalities into reality ac- 
celerates and facilitates the fulfillment of fundamental objectives in the 
building of socialist society and conversely, a wroug approach to that issue 
acts as a brake and causes problems and harn. 


We are entitled to feel proud about the overall achievements of our party's 
policy on nationalities as assessed by the 16th CPCZ Congress. At the CPSL 
Congress, Comrade Jozef Lenart emphasized that “in the past, the process of 
Jevelopment and rapprochement of our nations and nationalities had advanced 
furcher on principles of equality and mutual trust. The level of unity and 
international brotherhood achieved by the Czechs and Slovaks as well as by 
ethnic minorities residing on our territory belongs among the most meaningful 
historical advances of our revolutionary workers movement and of the struggles 
waged by our party and our people. The process of development and rapproche- 
ment of our nations and nationalities advanced under the conditions of the 
building of a developed socialist society where the development of both our 
nations, the Czechs and the Slovaks, and of our nationalities is dialectically 
intertwined with the development of our Czechoslovak statehood based on the 
political unity of the workers class and all working people and on our unified 
Czechoslovak economy.” 


The point of departure for our party is its correct interpretation of Marxisn- 
Leninism, namely, that the problem of nationalities must be resolved in a 
comprehensive way in the economic, political, legal, educational, linguistic 
and cultural areas. Our party regards social and economic changes as the 
basic--albeit not exclusive and exhaustive--means and ways to the solution 

of this sensitive issve. By eliminating the economic differences inherited 
from the past, it creates the most essential preconditions for genuine equality 
of our nations and nationalities, as may be illustrated with the graphic example 
of the planned, accelerated economic, social and cultural development of 
Slovakia and of its less developed areas within the socialist Czechoslovakia. 
In capitalist Czechoslovakia, Slovakia's economic standards lagged 50 years 
behind the Czech provinces. Prior to the implementatior of the industrializa- 
tion policy and to the organization of socialist agriculture Slovakia's 
southern and northeastern okreses, together with Kysuce and Orava counties, 
were among the most backward regions in the state. 


Slovakia's goal-oriented socioeconomic development made it possible to balance 
and equalize gradually the living standard of our population in both parts 

of our republic. Our country's economic power has dramatically inc reased 

and the unity of the Czech and Slovak nations and our nationalities in the 
framework of the federal arrangement of our common state was enhanced. 

Along with gradual elimination of the differences between the CSR and the SSR, 
advantageous conditions were created for a dynamic development of the economic, 
social and cultural standard of okreses with Hungarian and Ukrainian ethnic 
populations. 











Scores of industria! enterprises and factories built and modernized in their 
areas play a meaningful role in terms of our national economy as well as in 
terms of incernaticonal ecomomic cooperation. Noteworthy among them are the 
Slowak Shipyards in Komarno, Elektrosvit in Nove Zanky, Duslo in Sala, JCP 

in Sturovo, BZVIL in Levice, Pleta in Sahy, LIAZ [Liberec Automobile Works) 

in Velky Krtis, Heavy Engineering Works in Lucenec, Polana in Lucenec-Opatove, 
Kovoemalt and the Mier [Peace] Furniture Factories in Filakowo, Tatrasvit in 
Rognava and in Kosice, VSZ [East Slovakia Iron Works) in Kosice, Furniture 
Factories in Kralovsky Chimec, Chemlon in Humenne, Jas in Bardejov, Slovwnaft 
in Vojany, the Jablonec Glass Works in Medzilaborce, Vihorlat in Snina and the 
Food Industry Machine Works in Svidnik. 


The expansion of the production-technological base has been in the past, as is 
now, in harmony with the statewide trends toward further exploitation of the 
raw-material base and toward more thorough utilization of domestic and in- 
ported raw materials. In conjunction with our agricu’tural production, modern 
sugar factories, breweries, large vegetable and fruit canneries, integrated 
meat processing plants and dairies were built. 


Of particular importance for these okreses as well 2s for our national econony 
as a whole are projects now under construction which will be completed during 
the Seventh Five-Year Plan, among them especially the construction of a 
nuclear power plant in Mochovce, furthermore, the Agrochemikalie II and the 
rubber chemical plants of the Duslo national enterprise in Sala, the construc- 
tion of the SES plant in Zeliezovce, the expansion of the Strojstav plant in 
Sahy and of the spare parts machine factory in Rimavska Sobota, the construc- 
tion of a plant for manufacture of mineral fibers in Jesenske, the Tesla 

in Velky Krtis, Chirana in Humenne, etc. This will provide opportunities for 
employment of an additional 5,000 workers. 


The construction of a railroad junction in Velke Kapusany-Uzgorod, and the 
completion of the southern line of the Kosice-Filakovo-Zvolen-Levice-Galanta- 
Trnava-Kuty railroad will play an important role in accelerating the economic 
development of the okreses in the south and northeast of Slovakia. Moreover, 
attention is focused on the solution of problems concerning transit trans- 
portation (Sturovo, Komarno) and our largest inland port in Cierna on the Tisa 
River. 


Investments in our agriculture, particularly in southern Slovakia, amount to 
billions. Extensive investments in land reclamation and irrigation as well 

as the advantageous climate and soil conditions rank the okreses in the south 
of the SSR among the most productive areas in the SSR. Particularly the okreses 
of Dunajska Streda, Komarno, Velky Krtis, Rimavska Sobota, Lucenec and 

Trebisov have surpassed their kraj averages in gross per hectare agriculture 
production as well as the intensity of livestock breeding. 


The tasks facing our agriculture in the Seventh Five-Year Plan demand that 
even the above-mentioned okreses further intensify their production, pro- 
tection and efficient exploitation of their land fund, the use of irrigation, 
amelioration, regionalization and utilization of crops, and so on. Certain 
untapped assets still exist in the use of fodder crops and in better utiliza- 
tion of livestock. The importance and role of Slovakia's most productive 
southern okreses are growing further in terms of self-sufficiency of production 





and reduced import of fruits and vegetables (particularly early pv oduce); 
those areas will help supply ckreses in the north with more early greenhouse 
and thermophilic types <f wegetables and fruits. 


The development of the production and nonproduction branches is opening new 

job opportunities and greatly increasing employment: the sumber of vorkers 
increased sixfold fran 1946 to 1980. In the period from 1970 through 1980, 

the number of persons employed in Dunajeka Streda Oxreses increased by 13,000, 
in Galanta Okres by 12,000, in Velky Krtis Gkres by 5,000, in Trebisov Okres 

by 10,000 and in Hamenne Okres by 9,500. In most of the ckreser located in 

the south and northeast, employment is approaching the optimum level, aithough 
the okreses of Nowe Zanky, Komarno, and the southern areas of Rimavska Sobota 
and Trebisow okreses are still lagging behind the ali-Slowakia average. They 
still hawe a limited number of relatively easily available resources female 

work forces whose search for jobs in the nearest centers is meeting with various 
obstacles. Launching of production in some of the projects now under construc- 
tion, investment programs for the Seventh Five-Year Plan and further deve lop- 
ment of the network of preschool facilities will open more economic opportunities 
for women. 


A prosperous ec< » 4 telatively rapid development of industry, agriculture, 
construction, transportation and sonproduction branches (health services, the 
educational system, the trade network, social care, higher employment rate of 
the populacion) are distinctly reflected also in the continuously rising living 
standard, primarily in the growth cf personal consumption, as confirmed by 

the growing volume of retail turnover. 


Measured by per citizen income, the southern and northeastern ckreses have 
reached 80 percent of the all-Slovakia level in services offered by enter- 
prises of local economy and by production cooperatives. The lower standard 
stems, among other things, from the fact that these ochreses are act adequately 
equipped with appropriate facilities. 


In these okreses, the share of apartments in family houses is about 18-20 
percent above Slovakia's average (S@ percent). Stabilization of the population 
end its concentration in selected communities of district and regional sig- 
nifiance (the current and former okres towns) are incumbent on higher concentra- 
tion of the housing construction. 


The area of social consumption noted some positive achievements. New facilities 
for health services (hospitals built in Galanta, Nove Zauky, Rognava, Trebisov, 
Svidnik, Kosice, ete.) gradually approached the standard in the umber of 
hospital beds per 1,000 citizens and the number of physicians per 10,000 
citizens. 


Considering their weather and natural conditions and geothermic springs, the 
southern and northeastern areas of the SSR are ideally suited for the develop- 
ment of touriem. Curative mineral waters in Dudince, Santovka, Ciz, Bardejov, 
the health resore in Stos, and thermal springs of Zitny Ostrow offer ad- 
vantageous opportunities for balneology, recreation and relaxation for our 








working people. For instance, there is considerable interest in the balneologic- 
recreational areas of Dunajska Streda, Calov, Kralova near Senec, Podhajska, 
Samorin-Cilistov, Diakovce, Dolna Strehova, Safarikovo, and so on. 


Our society demonstrates constant concern about the material-technological 
base for the educational and cultural system and for social services. During 
the Sixth Five-Year Plan, 344 buildings for cultural institutions were con- 
pleted and opened in Slovakia, with over 20 percent of them (70 establishments) 
operating in towns and communities with Hungarian and Ukrainian ethnic 
population. A modern cultural and social center in Komarno which is near 


completion will serve also as the headquarters for the Hungarian Regional 
Theater. 


Our socialist state shows constant concern about comprehensive develupment of 
our citizens of Hungarian and Ukrainian nationalities, which has been confirmed 
convincingly by the establishment and systematic development of an extensive 
base for ethnic cultural institutions. Hungarian and Ukrainian ethnic workers 
associations, ethnic press, theaters, art groups, publishing houses, broadcasts 
in the Languages of national minorities, ethnic libraries and museums are in- 
volved in successful cultural and educational activities promoting proletarian 
internationalism and socialist patriotism among our ethnic population. These 
institutions represent an important factor in promoting culture in the mother 
tongue of ethnic groups. 


The young generation of Hungarian and Ukrainian nationality enjoys excellent 
opportunities for educationin preschool facilities and in elementary and 
secondary schools with instruction in their own languages. Appropriate 
instances systematically strive to raise the share of students of Hungarian 
nationality in narrowly specialized secondary schools, vocational schools and 
individual departments of Slovak and Czech colleges. 


The topic of numerous discussions in the past used to be the extent to which 
the students from schools with instruction in the Hungarian language could 
master the most prevalent language--in our case, the Slovak language. 
Improvement in this respect has been achieved because of their teachers‘ 
concern and because of cooperation by parents and students themselves. The 
quality of Slovak-language instruction in schools with Hungarian- language 
curricula was further upgraded and students in such schools are gaining 
bilingual skills necessary for their future practical involvement in our 
society. 


The development of recent years has confirmed that our objectives in the area 
of the policy on nationalities had been successfully achieved by gradual im- 
provement of the socioeconomic and cultural standards in every okres with 
Hungarian and Ukrainian population. 


In the spirit of the Leninist principles guiding the CPCZ policy on national- 
ities, our party organs, the Slovak National Council, the SSR Government, 

the Nationalities Council of the SSR Government, individual ministries and 
national committees are paying systematic attention to creating preconditions 
for a comprehensive development of areas populated by Hungarian and Ukrainian 
nationalities. 














Hungarian and Ukrainian nationals participate on the basis of democracy and 
equality in the government and administration of our states, an expression of 
which is, above all, the proportional representation of citizens of those 
nationalities in our representative bodies and in the organs of our state admin- 
istration. In last year's election to the representative councils of the 

SSR, among a total of 61,408 representatives 8,115 representatives of the 
Hungarian nationality and 1,756 representatives of the Ukrainian nationality 
were elected. Their share is 13.2 percent and 3 percent, respectively, which 
basically coincides with the national distribution of our population. 


Our achievements in the building of a developed socialist society convincingly 
demonstrate that following the Leninist policies on nationalities we have 
advanced the development of our nations and nationalities and brought them 
closer together. The federal state legislative system consolidated the unity 
of our nations and nationalities, intensified the consciousness of Czechoslovak 
statehood and promoted more efficient exploitation of resources for an advan- 
tageous development of a unified Czechoslovak economy. In view of the increas- 
ingly more complex domestic and foreign economic situation, it is desirable 
that we make the best possible use of investments, production capacities, 

our natural and geographic advantages, our extraordinarily important agricultural 
fund, etc., to the benefit of all working people in the CSSR. 


The past obligates us and the future challenges us to guard and to enhance the 
unity and fraternal cooperation of our nations and nationalities, to protect 
them from anybody and anything that might harm them, to promote harmony in 
the life and work of our nations and nationalities and their joint building 
of our socialist Czechoslovak fatherland. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


COMMENTARY ON NATO, U.S. ‘DISTORTIONS’ IN DISARMAMENT TALKS 
Erfurt DAS VOLK in German 24 Mar 82 p 3 


[Commentary by Dr Peter Sterzing and Sergej Lockthofen: “Facts and Distortions 
--Or: Who Is Actually Putting Obstacles in the Way of Disarmament?" ] 


[Text] With the most recent Soviet proposals, Leonid Brezhnev 
gave an unmistakable signal to NATO: an end to missile 
deployment in the European part of the USSR; removal of 
intermediate range weapons; a desire for resumption of the 
SALT talks and initiation of positive mutual confidence. 
Even though this initiative found worldwide positive 
acceptance among peaceful powers and triggered far-reaching 
international discussions among realistic politicians, 
Washington is attempting to reject these renewed Soviet 
proposals with a brusque "No." Other NATO circles are doing 
all they can to downgrade the value of the most recent Soviet 
undertaking. Thus during the past week, herculean efforts 
took place with NATO to falsify the facts for the Western 
public about the Soviet negotiation initiative as well as 

to the identity of those who are truly putting obstacles in 
the way of disarmament. 


Misrepresentation No 1: NATO Secretary General Luns says that Brezhnev's 
moratorium proposal is designed to maintain Soviet superiority, because, 
according to U.S. President Ronald Reagan, NATO has no land-based missiles 
which can reach the USSR. 


Is that really true? At the present time, the ratio between NATO intermediate 
range missiles and the USSR potential is 986 to 975, thus, for practical 
purposes, approximate parity (1:1). The constantly repeated statement about 
Soviet superiority consists of the fact that the USSR is basing one half of 
its defense potential on its SS-4 and SS-5 missiles which were deployed during 
the 1960's and which are now obsolete, as well as the SS-20 which is replacing 
the old missiles (the balance consists of aircraft and 18 sea-based missiles). 


In the past, these intermediate range missiles were the Soviet counter balance 
to the deployment of more than 300 nuclear-weapon-carrying fighter bombers as 


ll 











well as 15 Jupiter missiles (2,000 km range, deployed in Turkey) and 96 Thor 
missiles (3,000 km range, deployed in Italy and Great Britain). The continuing 
intention of the United States consists of getting as close to the socialist 
states as possible for a nuclear first strike with these forward based nuclear 
weapon systems (FBS): one reason being to be able to make maximum use of the 
surprise factor; the other, to circumvent in this manner the provisions of the 
SALT I and II agreements. 


In accordance with the agreement between the United States and the USSR in 
which the USSR renounced the deployment of intermediate range missiles in Cuba, 
the United States was required to remove its Jupiters and Thors from Europe. 
Thereupon it deployed four Poseidon nuclear submarines which, with their 
missiles alone can, according to statements by the U.S. Navy, destroy all 
cities of more than 200,000 inhabitants in the USSR. Apart from those, there 
exist today additional nuclear submarines belonging to Great Britain and France, 
whose number is to increase within the next few years and which are to be 
further modernized. In the number of the other FBS must be included more than 
600 U.S. combat aircraft with a range of 1,000-6,000 km, armed with nuclear 
missiles of up to four warheads each. According to Soviet data, there exists 
then today a NATO superiority of 1:1.5, considering these nuclear warheads. 


In view of these facts, anyone who speaks of Western “counterarming™ is trying 
to hide the fact that with the inclusion of the additional 572 U.S. missiles 
NATO is in effect approaching a "first strike superiority." This would 
considerably impair the present approximate balance of power, because the new 
Pershing 11 and cruise missiles (in contrast with the most modern Soviet SS-20 
intermediate range missiles, which cannot reach U.S. territory) can be targeted 
for USSR military and political centers. 


Conclusion No l: The United States is not concerned with parity--it is aiming 
for superiority! 


Misrepresentation No 2: Only “resolute action" against the USSR, like the 
“zero option” proposed by the U.S. President for the Geneva negotiations, 
could lead to successful agreements. Not so the new Brezhnev proposal; 
according to U.S. President Ronald Reagan, “it is insufficient because it does 
not go far enough." 


ls that really true? The real difficulties lie in the superiority-hungry U.S. 
arms race. It was decided upon on 12 December 1979 for the intermediate range 
weapons in Europe, even though Leonid Brezhnev had already proposed a solution 
in his Berlin initiative of October 1979 to the forthcoming difficulties in 
the nuclear arms sector: to reduce the number of Soviet missiles, if NATO 
were to renounce the deployment of additional weapons. The Soviet offer was 
rejected and the Brussels missile decision was pushed tl. rough. 





In February 1981, the USSR expressed interest in FRG Chancellor Helmut Schmidt's 
original proposal for a moratorium, made in April 1980, and thus gave enormous 
impetus to the West European peace movement. The pressure exerted by that 
movement upon West European governments finally forced the United States into 
the Geneva negotiations. Western interpretation of Ronald Reagan's proposal of 
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a “zero option™ tabled there has as its primary objective (according to U.S. 
arms control expert Arthur M. Cox) “to hold European opposition against 
additional nuclear arms at bay until such time as the new U.S. missiles can 
be deployed.” 


In this connection, there is one trick which serves to confuse the inter- 
national public. In Western terminology, the collective designation "inter- 
mediate range weapons” (sea and land based missiles and aircraft) is under- 
stood to mean [only] land based missiles. According to the U.S. proposal for 
Geneva, the zero option therefore means the removal of the USSR's main 
defensive potential, while not even discussing the U.S. FBS weapon systems. 
Thus the charade becomes perfect: NATO retains the FBS--which additionally 
are being rapidly modernized not only by the United States but also in view 
of the submarine-based French and British missiles--while generously 
"renouncing" new U.S. weapons, and while requiring the USSR to fall back. 


The reproach that the Soviet proposals are not “far-reaching enough” is not 
even worth the effort of confirmation; as long ago as 23 November 1981, the 
USSR proposed the following: 


“Basically we are in favor of freeing Europe of the presence of nuclear 
weapons of any kind, be they intermediate range missiles or tactical weapons. 
That would be atrue ‘zero solution,’ a just solution for all concerned.” 


Conclusion No 2: Proposals by the USSR are being dismissed as being 
insufficient, so as not to have to take any corresponding disarmament steps. 


Misrepresentation No 3: According to Bonn's DIE WELT last midweek, NATO feels 
that “Soviet SS-20s are a threat even if deployed east of the Urals;" further, 
this suspicion is stated: "Behind the fogbanks of propaganda, there are two 
objectives: the softening up of Europe and creation of a better starting 
position for disarmament talks..." (FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG). 


Is that really true? Let us start once more with the USSR proclamations to 
date. 


First: A temporary end to Soviet missile deployment in the European part of 
the USSR. 


Second: In the absence of a worsening of the international situation, the 
USSR will remove a certain number of its intermediate range missiles. 


Anyone who suspects in this context that the USSR would engage in that much 
more of an arms buildup in its Asian part, should be reminded of a previously 
made Soviet proposal on how to deal with this problem: 


"The main goal of reducing intermediate range weapons will be their 


destruction; this does not exclude the possibility of removing a portion of 
this armament to mutually agreed upon locations.” 


13 





However, one gains the impression that many a Western politician has no other 
objective in his reasoning than to leave the USSR entirely bereft of inter- 
mediate range nuclear missiles, even in its eastern and southern areas. Any 
counterproposal is used by these sources for propaganda, mainly within NATO, 
to the effect that “the Kremlin” is tring to sow confusion in the West. 


The “softening up" of NATO which is often talked about in this context, does 
however not originate in Moscow, but rather in Washington. There, Reagan, 
Weinberger and Haig have been vying with each other in making declarations of 
their intentions of making a nuclear first strike against the USSR while 
restricting the nuclear strike exchange to Europe to the maximum extent 
feasible. Anyone who feels that the resistance by the Western European peace 
movement against this brutal planning for an inferno on the part of the United 
States is purely a propaganda success for Moscow should try to obtain more 
“favorable” positions, perhaps at the Geneva negotiations. But this does not 
appear likely! 


Even worse--the opposite seems to become reality. While the United States is 
forcibly seated at the negotiating table in Geneva, Pentagon planning has long 
since gone beyond a few hundred new missiles. More than 6,000 of these new 
weapons are supposed to be deployed around Europe on ships and nuclear 
submarines during the next decade, targeted for the USSR! 


Conclusion No 3: The United States imputes treachery to every Soviet proposal 
-~-instead of offering to reduce its own armament, plans are accumulating for 
a forced arms race. 


Thus, proposal after proposal has come from the USSR for more than 2 and one 
half years. The question arises: What else are “the Russians” supposed to 

come up with? The world is waiting for a constructive reply from NATO and, 

more specifically, from the United States. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


GOETHE JUBILEE SEEN AS MIXTURE OF IDEOLOGY, NATIONALISM 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 27 Mar 82 p 23 


[Article by Eberhard Straub: "The Goethe of Socialism--Commemoration of a 
Bourgeois Poet in Weimar--Respect for the ‘Legacy’”] 


[Text] When Franz Grillparzer in 1871 expressed his thanks to the German 
Empress Augusta, “the daughter of Weimar,” the “holy place," for her congratu- 
lations on his birthday, he said unaffectedly, "Yes, your Majesty, in spite of 
the Main and Rhine frontiers, this is the real fatherland of every educated 
German.” Since then other frontiers have been added, making the “fatherland” 
that once erected a monument to the poets Goethe and Schiller in front of the 
National Theater wholly unrecognizable, though without being able to abolish 
the “real fatherland,” Weimar, as a spiritual reference point. Even the 
"Goethe tributes” in Weimar--ranging from a ceremony dedicating a new Goethe 
museum to a scholarly colloquium concluded yesterday and performances of 
"Faust I" and “Tasso,” have been unable to change that fact. 


Even if they were to be regarded as the exclusive expression of gratitude 

to the “genius” whose heritage is preserved in a “socialist German national 
culture”--to be understood in a polemical sense in contrast to a differently 
interpreted national culture--every educated German could still find “his” 
Goethe in the Goethe being celebrated there. For, as Minister of Culture 
Hoffmann stated, the GDR perceives its special task in preserving the heritage 
of Goethe and in revealing it to the world and it will reach--even if by way of 
the detour of all of mankind--all those who speak German and commemorate their 
Goethe “with love and veneration.” 


During the SED ceremony Hans-Joachim Hoffmann avoided the concept toward which 
his own Socialist Unity Party's striving for wnity is directed. Yet he did 

of course remind the "German people,” whose greatest poet was Goethe, of the 
“central position” which he occupies in “the history of German culture." The 
“real fatherland” was for Hoffmann naturally the frequently invoked socialist 
national culture. 


Whatever a socialist national culture might be, no educated German of 1932, 
1949 or even 1982 could make any objection to "a renewal of classical 
humanism,” or to the concept of Goethe as a “liberator,” who worked and who 
endeavored to work as a man bringing enlightenment, “deeply rooted in his 
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epoch” and yet prefiguring another time far past his own. Bourgeois-humanistic 
emancipation, classical German literature and philosophy as a source of 
inspiration for the future and for the present so that man might become master 
of his own fate and that all men might stand "as free folk upon free soil,” 
should not be despised by those who might hold other ideas of freedom of the 
individual and of society. 


Non-socialist Germans as well could take pride in the fact that “it was the 
noblest legacy of the bourgeoisie,” to see itself in historical perspective-- 
relating the present, the past and the future each to the other. Certainly 
bourgeois historicism is not given the same degree of unreserved admiration by 
all German speakers. The educated German could, despite the heady rhetoric 

of the speaker, agree with his characterization of Goethe. Why should one 
not see in Faust “the grandiose balance of the history of humankind,” why not 
“admire in Goethe his universal orientation,” his curiosity for all things and 
his capacity again and again “to redefine his philosophical reference point" 
so as to assure himself of his harmony with the whole? 


Since, especially outside the GDR, the demeaning perspective of the valet who 
sees no hero in his master, has become the prevailing one, it was refreshing 
to see Goethe venerated as the “uomo universale” who set the individual at 
the center of things, whose presence is still felt as "a shrewd and wise 
teacher" and who provokes each of us to self-reflection. 


In contrast to many more rigorous ponderers, Hoffmann did not object to the 
idea that reading Goethe for intellectual satisfaction could and should also 
be pleasurable. In many of his own contradictions Goethe recognized with 
true historical perspective the contradictions of his own time--of the 
bourgeois epoch--or of the inexhaustible individual. For a non-socialist 
German this may seem to be the most surprising praise for Goethe--the fact 
that he always preserved "a respectful attitude toward tradition,” appropri- 
ating to himself the heritage of his own people and of many other cultures, 
not quarrelling with the past or with the plurality of pasts but instead kept 
respectful company with all of them. Though not everyone might see the 
development of the world process culminating in communism, still there will 
be those, some of whom Hoffmann might suspect of falsifying Goethe's legacy, 
who would agree with him that man, the more free he becomes, is master of 
himself and will therefore enjoy art more fully and see art as a necessity of 
life. The straightforward acknowledgement of pleasure, of literary education; 
of painstaking, historically patient communication with tradition will, at 
least in West Germany, be recited in more enbarrassed and shamefaced tones. 
"We honor the master”--not a bad idea at all. 


What exactly his legacy is, what comprises the real heritage of Goethe and 
the classical writers, may still be a matter of argument among educated 
Germans today. Nonetheless, the citizens of the GDR are expressly directed 
to the traditional literature. They have no problems with the literary canons 
of the schools or universities. 


“Rasically we are all collective beings, say vat we will. For how little we 
are and how little we have that we can, in the strictest sense, call our own 
property! We must all receive and learn from those who have gone before wus 
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s well as from those who are with us." Hoffmann called to sind these final 
words of Goethe spoken on 17 February 1832. This was also the motto of the 
colloquium on Goethe. 


So as not to allow an all too clear reference to Germany to be made, Goethe, 
in the plenary sessions was generally honoree as a European phenomenon, as 
the leader of a European Romanticism, as the aatural representative of world 
literature in whom the “delayed aesthetic revolution” which the great French 
revolution had failed to achieve, finding its fulfillment only after 1814. 
Manfred Naumann depicted Goethe as a liberator who freed himself from the 
universal, timeless idea of the beautiful and who, while accepting the author- 
ity of the Greeks as a normative force, still respected what was historically 
beautiful in his own time, seizing upon it as a stimulus and remaining aware 
that the modern artist with all his historical insights still could not 
create “more naturally,” “more innocently” than the Greeks were assumed to be 
able to do. 


The perspective into the world, into world literature, into forms and styles, 
into the crisis of modernity which Goethe could observe with discontent even 
in his own time, did not, however, lead Naumann to the obvious quesiion of 
whether “world literature” itself had not long since become a phenomenon of 
a more fortunate moment in history. For, especially in German-speaking 
countries, but elsewhere as well, an ever deepening nationalization of 
literature is becoming evident instead of a boldly free venturing out into 
the world. 


Bernd Leistner drew a picture of a Goethe striving to reach the cosmos in his 
constrained and threatening present, in a world that was falling out of joint. 
He called to mind Goethe's astonishment after 1814 that it was almost incon- 
ceivable how so much had been survived; of his unwillingness on that account 
to abandon himself to the empirical, to mere experience, to this "Hindu idol” 
with a thousand arms and heads, and of his need to “amicably untangle all 
things,” that is to put them into a relationship of meaning and degree. 
Goethe's “egoism,” his impatience with the present, the “uneasy intensity” 

of the Olympian who was troubled by the inconsistency of mankind, Leistner 
refused to perceive, as do the industrious valets, as an unpolitical escapism 
but rather as what Peter Hacks called “a terrible form of mourning." 


Goethe did not withdraw from his historical environment, he was looking 
instead for an Archimedean point from which he could put things in order. 

His studies of an ordered, eternal nature served him as an “antidote” against 
the poisons of his time and as a means to become its master. From this point 
out there flowed much that was Goethe's into the thinking of Karl Marx, whose 
bourgeois understanding of Goethe was treated by Wolfgang Heise. His discon- 
tent with societal existence in an insecure society led Goethe to a denial of 
self and the custodianship of the arts so as to guarantee for himself in 
history an aesthetic and individual existence, though not a publicly political 
one as a privy councillor or minister of state. There was no reproach in this 
characterization, as is often heard, but rather a cordial respect for the 
“generous aristocrat,” for the undemocratic Goethe who looked forward to a 
reasoned transition for society--as in the Company of the Tower depicted in 
"Wilhelm Meister"--through individuals who gained self-insight and dimension 
in freedon. 
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His humanistic respect for the politically caused aesthetic existence brought 
Leistner--perhaps unintentionally--close to the Goethe of an almost 
religiously understood inwardness, to the image of the helper in need and the 
cultural saint of many Germans around 1932, during the Third Reich or in 1949, 
whose Goethe cult Hans-Dietrich Dahnke, though not himself sharing it, sought 
to interpret as an historical phenomenon. 


There were no signs of a quarrel with Goethe, there were no convulsive 
attempts to bring Goethe up to date--it was much more an effort to undertand 
that Goethe and to comprehend our relationship to him. No one reproached him 
for political and thus human inadequacy out of humanistic respect for Goethe's 
“particularity” in his bourgeois era, perhaps also keeping in mind Goethe's 
remark: “Whenever a poet would be effective in a political way, he must 
surrender himself to a party and when he does this he is lost as a poet; he 
must bid adieu to his free spirit, his unobstructed overview and doing so 
must pull down over his ears the nightcap of narrow-mindedness and blind 
hatred.” There the matter rested with an encounter with the Goethe of all 
educated Germans, for where else, if not in Weimar, could one gain a better 
view of the peculiarities of an historical situation? 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


DRAMA CRITICAL OF GDR HISTORIOGRAPHY ON PRUSSIA REVIEWED 
West German Commentary 
Bonn INFORMATIONEN in German No 4, Feb 82 pp 10-12 


["*Background’ report by FRC Ministry for Inner-German Relations: "GDR 1981 
Theater Season Without Climaxes.” A translation of the review of East German 
dramatist Claus Hammel's play cited below follows this report] 


[Excerpts] Although 23 new plays by GDR authors were premiered 
in the GDR during the last theater season--compared to 11 that 
had been announced--theater critics in the GDR agree that the 
1981 season ended without any climaxes. In addition, there was 
general agreement that the East Berlin stages that earlier had 
been setting the tone with respect to premieres by GDR authors 
were becoming cuatious, and new plays were being introduced 
primarily in theaters of other cities--for instance, Dresden, 
Rostock and Schwerin. Furthermore, GDR critics stated that 
many of the new plays were based on successful novels. 


Christoph Funke, chairman of the work team "Neue Werke" [New Works], of the 
association of Playwrights in the GDR, introduced his criticism of the last 
season with the following quotation from Brecht: "Now, after working for 
many years, we find outselves in a more difficult situation than we did at 
the beginning. In spite of a few successes by several GDR authors, it cannot 
be ignored that 


--"the national dramaturgy has not yet become a comprehensive artistic factor 
of substance that could have a decisive influence on the theatrical life and 
its political and aesthetic effects. Statements about the present are 
becoming much more decisive, extraordinarily exciting, controversial and 
challenging while they are being incorporated into the interpretation of 
classical works. At the same time the new dramaturgy is relegated to 

smaller playhouses, discovery and spectacle programs, played by an intensely 
interested audience; simultaneously, however, it is strangely removed from 
the public discussion with the audiences of the larger houses.” 


One of the few new GDR plays which received unanimously positive praise by 
theater critics was the comedy “Die Preussen kommen" [The Prussians Are 
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Coming] by Claus Hammel. It was performed by the Voikstheater Rostock under 
the direction of Hanns Ansela Perten, general manager. The play polemicizes 
“against the shallow and hasty treatment of the historical heritage.” A 
critique in the journal THEATER DER ZEIT contains the following comment: 


— LaAast but not least, it is an important reason why additional--equally 
resp-nsible--productions of this comedy are desirable. They can be a helpful 
way © demonstrating the opportunities of the theater, particularly comedies-- 
in contrast to historiography and political propaganda--to offer productive 
impulses in the process of shaping a sovereign socialist consciousness. 

Hammel and his Rostock interpreters are proof that one can experience a 

great deal of inspiration and insight into serious matters through laughter.” 


Place and plot of the play, which takes place in today's GDR, lead to a 
“testing laboratory for the reintegration of historical personalities.” In 
addition to the reformer Martin Luther, Prussia‘s King Frederick II is making 
an appearance. He is to be won for the West by an agent disguised as a 
reporter. But Frederick reverses his decision to leave the country because 
he does not want to leave the heritage to DR Luther alone.” 


GDR Theater Journal's Critique 


East Berlin THEATER DER ZEIT in German Vol 36 No 9, Sep 81 (signed to press 
27 Jul 81) pp 57-58 


{"History in Action--On the Premiere of Claus Hammel's Comedy, ‘The Prussians 
Are Coming,’ at Volkstheater Rostock"--Review by Dr Manfred Noessig, Central 
Institute for Literary History, GDR Academy of Sciences. Claus Hammel, 
journalist and dramatist, born in 1932, was awarded the Lessing Prize in 1968 
and the National Prize Third Class in 1979, for his artistic achievements] 


[Text] Before historical figures of the 16th and 18th century confer with 
contemporaries on stage and parquet in an entertaining and demanding manner, 
there is a prologue. it was written by the general manager himself and had 
to be brand-new: The director--Hanns Anselm Perten--and a fool--Siegfried 
Kellermann--had posted limericks on the final page of an "Eulenspiegel" 
number. It is a defense of the performance, the fact that it is “realism in 
spite of itself,” and it contains a call for objective discussions under the 
responsible leadership of the party: ™"...if you find the subject too demand- 
ing or too meager turn to Kurt Hager!" Anyway, a comedy with dynamite? Yes! 
Because this subject--the relationship between the socialist society and the 
controversial past of the German people--is politically a central problem. in 
its most extreme generalization it is clarified readily, but efforts to put 
it into practice meet with difficulties again and again, evoking the danger 
of simplification and bias. But as far as Hammel is concerned, he wants to 
provide thought-provoking assistance for the everyday handling of history and 
also the creation of a historical-philosophical sovereignty for socialist 
personalities. 


The theatrical story, which is altogether aimed at allegory, begins at an 
allegorical location: in the “testing laboratory for the reintegration of 














of historical personalities.” For this purpose, Falk von Wangelin constructed 
a modern museum storage room--in bright ocher--with a practically arranged 
vorkplace containing nostalgic furniture and boxes as high as people, “housing” 
prototypes of figures such as Muentzer, Luther and Frederick I1, who are 
engaged in disputes over historical legacies, in the presence of busts of 

Marx and Engels. (Later, when the ensemble of figures goes on an “excursion,” 
a green cloth is spread over the furniture, extending to the open rear stage-- 
a scenery that is light, imaginative and tasteful, comical and “playful.”) 


At this location, the director of the imaginary laboratory, a well-known woman 
doctor and the author of a well-known dissertation on Frederick II of Prussia 
as a forerunner of German imperialicm, is visited by this Frederick, who is 
on his way to the Linden-Allee where his equestrian statue is supposed to be 
reerected after being in storage for 35 years. The way in which this woman 
doctor--who, naturally, had already integrated Muentzer and also Luther (and 
who had placed a “finished” label on their residence boxes)--receives the new 
guest and befriends him with a sovereign look, essentially is the plot of the 
play. At the beginning there is the well-experienced, self-established, 
severe rejection, paired only with the objective settlement of an integration 
order from the “top.” (It is combined with an acute knowledge of the subject-- 
a beautiful accent of the production: the snuffbox the visitor brings along.) 
In the end the lady is fighting for this feudal lord, because she found out 
that historical traditions cannot even be exported in exchange for foreign 
currency, a deliberate view of history which incorporates all the contradic- 
tory facets of past class struggles, which helps to develop and strengthen 

the goals of current policies. 


Nevertheless, this beautiful, funny, basic idea--as happens frequently with 
Hammel~-is followed through rather loosely. Viewed from the aspect of 
historical “alienation,” there are many apercus: About the endangered German 
language in the press, the preoccupation of rulers with festivities, currency 
problems, the quality of potatoes and writers; yes, in addition to many 
literary allusions, there are witty parts in the dialog that even deal with 
the metabolism needs of General Zieten, who has been in a coffin for 200 
years. (The production picks up this kind of witty gestures: for instance, 
the bicycling Luther telephoning with the "Lord.”) Above all, however, the 
political seriousness of the comedy writer leads again and again to an 
expansion of the total complex of problems (the question of war and peace, 
probings into all the aspects of tension between Luther and Frederick) as an 
independent “topic,” related to the plot only in a general way. Consequently 
the play gains more timeliness and operativeness rather than aesthetic, 
all-around solidity. As a result it provides many areas for attacks. In my 
opinion it is not a disadvantage--as long as one does not have to be prepared 
for humorless-brutal opponents. 


Reciprocal polemics between the historical characters of Luther and Frederick 
represent one of the overriding factors of the play. It carries insight into 
the contradictions of historical accomplishments and personalities, reducing 
agitatorial interpretations and inappropriate analogies--when the cifferences 
of opinion of the two become visible, for instance, with respect to farmers 
(agriculture) or the question of opportunism. Last but not least, it helps 
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to construct these two main witnesses in 4m artistically interesting manner 
for owr perception of history, liberating us from limesrities (for instance, 
the creation of a jesalows relationship). It is most evident in the character 
of Luther. This role also offers the actor an abundance of material for the 
portrayal of the character. One can feel that the dramatist is very sure 

of himself. He can pull owt all the stops when confrontations occur scenically 
and during dialogues. Frederick 11 comes across a little duller in spite of 
many punch lines in the dialogue. The reason is the historical model but 
also the new complexity of problems with respect to the “legacy” of this 
“period” in German history. Althowgh it seems justified to avoid persif lage 
or caricature--which would point to a perplexity which has not yet been dealt 
with--one gets the following feeling when observing this character: The 
writer himself is still struggiing with the subject although he treats it 
with apparent ease when he introduces it for discussion. 


A new central topic is alluded to in the second part of the play. Suddenly 

a new artistic and symbolic figure appears in connection with confusion and 
mix-ups which occur several times involving the coffin of the old Zieten which 
is demanded by Frederick. Rivera's picturesque vision of death as a skeleton 
with a machine gun slung over his shoulder transposes the figure into something 
theatrical. With this idea the comedy reveals--without relinquishing its 
superior gesture--the total seriousness which is inherent in the controversy 
with the Prussian history and especially with the person of Frederick Il. 

Still Hammel deliberately brings everything to a head: The Prussian king 
demonstrates his culture by presenting a flute comcert. But the coni.emporaries 
also make him--reluctantly--play the “hohenfriedberger,” the signal of Prussian 
militarism. Then the death symbol comes alive: The stage depicts optically 
and acoustically a modern war inferno. This, in turn, is affecting Frederick 
himself. He offers himself to carry owt a “preventive strike,” to subdue the 
West Germans and to solve in this manner the dispute about his person by 

force and “forever” in favor of socialism. Driven to such an extreme, the 
danger of the Prussian spirit which belongs to these potentates and which is 
diametrically opposed to socialism becomes frightfully apparent. 


This dissonance of the comedy points to the responsibility which is required 
to process our own history for the present. When Frederick accepts the offer 
of a Western reporter-agent--after his macabre campaign plan is rejected--to 
return to his ancestral Hohenzollern seat in the FRC, everything seems solved 
and anew endangered. After all, Frederick's confession that he 

the sole claim to the “true Germans” beyond the Elbe would firmly establish a 
reactionary function of his legacy, the productive contradiction of which has 
only now become apparent. But the play remains a dowble-faceted comedy. 
Frederick--noticing the difficulties of his reintegration in the GDR--rescinds 
his decision to leave the country: Considering all the contradictions, may 
wheat can still blossom here after all; and I certainly do not want to leave 
the legacy to Luther alome. At the same time the inconclusiveness of the 
debate becomes apparent, the continuous obligation for new decisions: When 
the woman doctor places a “finished” label on the guseum box of Frederick II, 
Biemarck appears at the footlights. 




















Hanns Anselm Perten has total and complete confidence in the productivity of 
the premiere production of this problem-laden play. Instead of petty caution 
he practices responsible boldness. With much courage he produces a comedy 
which does not stop at violence when the material and the play demand it. Of 
course, the Rostock Theater has spent a long time and much continuous work 

to produce an alert and intelligent audience which is extraordinarily suited 
for such experiments and which is not looking for sensational materials but 
for an understanding of the political and spiritual problems of the time. It 
is responsible for the success of the evening to the same degree as is the 
author, the production collective and the performers. 


Last but not least, they deserve joint praise for portraying the intellectually 
demanding text accurately and simultaneously presenting the situations of the 
play in an entertaining and thought-provoking manner, fully supporting the 
interests of the author. It helps to coordinate the sketchy structure of the 
plot and put it together theatrically, permitting concentration on its special 
qualities, which lie in the charm of its individual scenes; as a consequence 
the main idea is noticeable throughout the whole play. 


Uwe-Detlev Jessen seems to be the one who enjoys the play--and the production 
work--the most. He portrays a Luther who fully tastes flights of fancy and 
depressions (magnificent the desperate, tearful collapse: "I certainly was 
not a revolutionary!"); a stout figure who seemed to burst at the seams; 

a kind of a renaissance giant that is needed for such a derogatory comedy. 


Klaus Martin Boestel concentrates his portrayal of the Prussian king on 
respect-seeking goals. Thus he becomes a serious partner in the play and in 
our thoughts, who occupies our minds beyond the evening at the theater. The 
discipline is impressive with which Boestel organizes his joy in seeing through 
this role (because this Frederick looks at himself much less critically than 
Hammel's character of Luther does), and in spite of all the narrow-mindedness 
he moves toward an intelligent statemanlike profile, which has format whether 
it applies to the good or the bad in him. 


Christine van Santen uses a rarely tested simplicity to portray the director 
of the reintes,ration laboratory. She provides opportunities for the "heroes" 
to unfold fuily as they move through the problem situations that surround them. 
and at the same time she is successful in showing the scruples and hopes of a 
deeply affected contemporary--reflecting the impulse of the plot of the play-- 
in an unpretentious and emphatic manner and conveying at to the spectator as 

if it were also a suitable attitude for him. 


In addition to Siegfried Kellerman, who functions as a fool between museum 
employees and important figures, Joachim Ulitzsch and Armin Roder, two tall 
fellows who area deliberate anachromism, there are three performers who share 
the remaining 13 roles: Katrin Stephan (who is also death), Manfred Schlosser, 
Erhard Schmidt. Most of the time they come up with the required wittiness in 
their portrayal of contemporaries from production and administration. They 

are presented as cheerful and critical characters who are trying to cope with 
history and present it in their own ways. 
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The play and its production polemicize against the shallow and hasty treatment 
of the historical heritage. They take “the side of those who are enlightening 
and completing our concept of history without affectation, hypocracy and 

cheap pragmatism” (C. Hammel). Last but not least, it is an important 

reason why additional--equally responsible--productions of this comedy are 
desirable. They can be a helpful way of demonstrating the opportunities of 
the theater, particularly comedies--in contast to historiography and political 
propaganda--to offer productive impulses in the process of shaping a sovereign 
socialist consciousness. Hammel and his Rostock interpreters are proof that 


one can experience a great deal of inspiration and insight into serious matters 
through laughter. 
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FORMATION OF POLITICAL SCIENCE SOCIETY ANNOUNCED 


Budapest NEPSZABADSAG in Hungarian 12 Mar 82 p 4 


[Article--no author given: "The Hungarian Political Science Society Was 
Formed") 


[Text] Our country's political science has arrived at an important milestone 
of its history: the Hungarian Political Science Society was formed this 
Thursday. Member of the Politburo and secretary of the Central Committee 
Miklos Ovari, president of the Academy Janos Szentagothai, and Zsigmond Pal 
Pach, vice president of the MTA [Hungarian Academy of Sciences] were there, 
among others, in the presidium of the founding general meeting hel” at the 
Academy. 


After opening remarks by academician Kalman Kulcsar, chairman of the general 
meeting, the science director of MSZMP's Institute for Social Studies Sandor 
Lakos reported on the work of the society's temporary caretaker committee and 
also spoke, among other things, about the road which has led to the present 
general meeting. He mentioned that political ideology and cultivating 
political history have domestic traditions going back a long time, but polit- 
ical science in today's sense, as an independent scientific branch, is only 
now developing and becoming institutionalized. 


After the report by Sandor Lakos, the general session debated and adopted the 
society's bylaws, then elected its officers and committees. The president 

of the Hungarian Political Science Society is Janos Peter, vice chairman of 
the National Assembly; its vice presidents are: Gyorgy Antalffy, president 
of the Jozsef Attila University of Sciences; Jozsef Halasz, deputy director 
of the MTA's Institute of State and Legal Sciences; and Sandor Lakos. 


After this, Janos Peter delivered a brief acceptance speech as president. He 
said, among other things, that a special interest follows abroad at this time 
the development of the Hungarian society, and the political scientists can 
also make significant contributions to make our experience suitable for inter- 
national acceptance.--"Our experiences can be processed only in a forum of 
debate"--he said--"which also takes advantage of the freedom to take risks 
and make mistakes. The Hungarian Political Science Society"--Janos Peter 
concluded--"may provide useful assistance to the leadership bodies which are 
awaiting society's initiatives and suggestions.” 
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After the president's remarks Miklos Ovari welcomed the society's formation, 
emphasizing that the organic connection between science and politcs can look 
back on strong traditions: it has existed ever since Marxism united science 
and politics. However--the Central Committee's secretary recounted--this 
relationship has not always been smooth. The conditions have been suitable 
for a quarter of a century now--Miklos Ovari said--for the relationship be- 
tween science and politics to be increasingly smooth. 


Hungarian political science has helped politcs primarily by continuing its 
independent research projerts and is cooperating in making the results of 
social science research usable. Miklos Ovari concluded by saying that making 
scientific results directly applicable is indispensible to politics. 
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MINISTRY CALLS FOR MORE REALISTIC SCHOLARSHIP SYSTEM 
Budapest NEPSZABADSAG in Hungarian 12 Mar 82 p 4 


[Article: “Directive by the Minister of Education--New Scholarship System 
is Being Introduced Beginning with This Semester in the Institutions of 
Higher Education") 


[Text] A directive by the minister of education has been published about state 
assistance which can be given to daytime students of the institutions of 
higher education. The regulation, known in university student circles as the 
new scholarship system, received its final form after wide ranging debates 

by the interested parties. The background of the debates was that the govern- 
ment increased the sum for scholarships and social assistance by 150 million 
forints per year, and the ministry has worked out a proposal for distributing 
this assistance, which is almost 30 percent higher than before, in a reason- 
able and fair way which truly provides incentives. This was debated in the 
higher educational youth parliaments held at the end of last year. The new 
system was developed with attention to the opinions and suggestions heard at 
these forums. 


In making the awards the basic goal continues to be on the one hand to pro- 
vide the incentives to achieve better academic learning, and on the other 
hand to effectively assist the continued education of deserving students who 
need it because of their social circumstances. Decreasing certain inequal- 
ities which existed in past practice of the past was an important endeavor in 
developing the principles of distribution; that is, to have the scholarship 
better acknowledge the outstanding pertormance, and have social assistance 
become more fair, and rigid categorization should not mean a more advantageous 
or more disadvantageous situation for some young people than for the others. 
One of the most important characteristics of the regulation is that it 
significantly expands the sphere of authority and the responsibility of the 
higher educational institutions and KISZ [Hungarian Communist Youth League] 
organizations, since it defines only the basic viewpoints of entitlement in 
connection with the individual forms of assistance, while the universities 

and colleges make their decisions independently about the specific conditions. 
Thus they may consider the social composition of their student body, the 
institution's average academic standards, and all those local circumstances 
which may influence the distribution of the monies. 
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Thus, for example, the minister's directive regulates only the lower limit of 
the previous semester's average academic grades in connection with granting 
general scholarships--this is 3.00--, and that the acount of the scholarship 
can be 200 to 1,200 forints per month. The rules of the institutions may 
decide the amount of scholarship to be paid, and with what average grades, 

or which subject grades should be given more emphasis and importance from the 
educational viewpoint; and what kind of attention should be given to the 
other student activities, for example to his [or her] work in academic study 
groups or activity in political or public affairs. 


All these things reflect the intention that general scholarship should urge 
the students to obtain a high level of professional and political knowledge, 
participate in useful social and community activity, as well gain broad and 
multi-faceted preparation for an intellectual career. They may also give 
higher scholarships to aid exceptionally gifted and industrious students on 
the basis of their grades. 


The new system more decidedly separates student educational assistance for 
from social assistance to youth. The purpose is to create the basic financial 
condition to advance the education of deserving needy students based on their 
social and family circumstances. The method of determining this aid has be- 
come more standardized because the social situation of the applicants and the 
sum which can be awarded are established by weighing all circumstances. Thus, 
differently from past practice, in addition to the specific financial assis- 
tance the contribution to dormitory charges or to rental accomodations, as 
well as the supplement for student cafeteria charges are also included. The 
assistance budget given to each institution of higher education is based on 
the social circumstances of the student body. The regulation was developed 

to better reflect the actual income conditions of the young people, so that 
the assistance would go to those who really need it, and that the available 
amount in the budget could all be used up. 





One of the fundamental factors of implementing fairer social assistance is: 
when the applications are evaluated and the amount decided, consideration is 
given not only to whether the student lives in the city where the institution 
is located or far from it, and the amount of monthly income of the person 
supporting him, but those financial and other circumstances are also evaluated 
--which are not reflected in the proof of income--which significantly effect 
the standards of the student and his family. 


The new system of assistance to university and college students by the state 
is being introduced beginning with this semester in all institutions of 
higher education in the country. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


DUSKO POPOVIC DISCUSSES VOJVODINA PROBLEMS, NATIONALISM 
Zagreb VJESNIK in Serbo-Croatian 8 Apr 82 p 5 


[Interview with Dusko Popovic, member of the LCY Central Committee, the Pre- 
sidium of the Vojvodina Provincial Committee of the League of Communists, and 
the Presidium of the Provincial Conference of the Vojvodina SAWP, by Jovo 
Paripovic: “Among Equals There Are No Privileges”; date and place not speci- 
fied] 


[Text] “The assessment of the effort of Vojvodina party members in the period 
between the last conference, the 16th, and the upcoming one, the 17th, of the 
League of Communists of Vojvodina is derived to the greatest degree from the 
assessment of the effort of the LCY between the lith and 12th congresses. The 
successes and shortcomings are basically the same, but certain differences 
arise out of the peculiarities and activity of party members because of spe- 
cific economic, ethnic and other conditions,” said Dusko Popovic, member of 
the LCY Central Committee and member of the Presidium of the Provincial Con- 
ference of the League of Communists of Vojvodina and the Presidium of the Pro- 
vincial Conference of the Vojvodina SAWP in answering a question about the ex- 
tent to which Vojvodina party members have performed the tasks assumed at the 
last Conference of the League of Communists of Vojvodina and in congresses of 
the Serbian League of Communists and the LCY. 


“In this period Yugoslav communists have suffered a tremendous loss through 
the death of Josip Broz Tito and Edvard Kardelj. We Vojvodina party members 
have been particularly affected by the death of Jovan Veselinov and Stevan 
Doronjski. The most significant result of the struggle of Yugoslav and Vojvo- 
dina communists is that we have shown our determination to continue the policy 
we built up under Tito's leadership.” 


Unitaristic Nationalism Weakens the Unity of the LCY 


[Question] In the interval between the two conferences and two congresses 
quite a few changes have occurred in our society. Since Tito’s death various 
enemies have been active both within the country and outside it, attempting to 
belittle both the revolution and everything that has been done so far, we have 
been confronted with the counterrevolution and irredenta in Kosovo and so on. 
To what extent is this a reflection both of a weakening of unity in the LC 
[League of Communists] and of the failure of the vanguard of the working class 
to resolve the contradictions of social development? 
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[Answer] Since Tito'’s death all the antisocialist and antisel f-managenent 
forces have stepped up their activity to the maxiaum both within the country 
and abroad, as have all those who on the soil of our self-management reality 
have mot agreed with certain aspects of LCY policy, especially those expressed 
at the 10th and lith LCY Congresses, in the SFRY Constitution and in the Lav 
on Associated Labor. It was to their advantage that economic difficulties 
have aggravated many contradictions which have been operative for a long time 
in the transitional period from capitalism to socialisn. 


The common denominator of the antisocialist and antiself-management forces and 
tendencies is nationalism. Counterrevolutionary irredentist Albanian nation- 
alism attempted to inflict the first blow against us. Nationalistic-wnitaris- 
tic forces, operating simultaneously on “socialist terrain” and also in the 
form of bourgeois nationalism, in a tie-up which gives them mutual encourage- 
ment and motivation, were waiting and ready and took advantage of that break- 
through of separatistic nationalism. Aggressive advocates of the unitaristic 
ideology have obtrusively expressed their disagreement with our country's con- 
stitutional system and with the federal system in particular. 


Those who are in the party and government hierarchy, knowing that they will 
soon lose their reputation in the working class and with the working people if 
they openly negate the SFRY Constitution and the federal system, wave the slo- 
gan of unity, while striving to alter the essential relations through the most 
varied pressures, both openly and behind the scenes. They are favored in this 
by our opportunism and the pragmatistic advocacy of particularistic interests. 
The unitaristic nationalists have been evading the positions and decisions of 
the 10th and llth congresses and the LCY Bylaws, they are striving to rig the 
decisions of delegate assemblies from political centers, and they are openly 
counting on the momentary balance of power in the context of economic diffi- 
culties and political-ideological vacillations. The centralistic-bureaucratic 
and statist foundation of the unitaristic nationalists is being exposed ever 
more nakedly. It is a great responsibility of the LCY to frustrate unitaris- 
tic nationalism in its encouragement of separatistic nationalism in Kosovo and 
in other parts of the country. 


The wnitarists have very quickly forgotten the catastrophic consequences of 
the unresolved nationality question in old, centralistic and nationalistic Yu- 
goslavia and the historic significance of the struggle for unity on the foun- 
dations of equality by the Communist Party of Yugoslavia, headed by Tito. 

This weakens the unity of the LCY and makes it more difficult for the working 
class, the nationalities and ethnic minorities to fight the bourgeois nation- 
alists, the counterrevolution in Kosovo, and all the other internal and exter- 
nal enemies of socialist self-managed and independent Yugoslavia. 


Measures, Enactments and Statements of Position Are Not Sufficient for Sta- 
bilizgation ... 


[Question] Why has the effort to achieve economic stabilization in Vojvodina, 
and indeed in other parts of our country, not become an integral part of the 
everyday behavior of entities in social self-management, especially with re- 
spect to the attitude toward the growth of exports, reduction of investments, 

















utilization of capacity, above all in the production of food, and conservation 
and economy? 


[Answer] Measures, enactments and statement of policy position are not suffi- 
client for carrying out the policy of economic stabilization, but there is also 
a need for much wider and more astute political action in society, for more 
intense involvement, greater responsibility, commitment and effort by all the 
working people, self-manage=cont entities and sociopolitical factors. There is 
also a need for more unified political-ideological action on the part of all 
the leagues of communists of the republics and provinces and of the entire LCY. 





Overcoming the increasingly pronounced difficulties and disproportions with 
which we are confronted requires first of all a further strengthening of the 
system of socialist self-management and the role of the working class in tak- 
ing command of the flows of social reproduction and in establishing more bal- 
anced relations and trends in social reproduction. 


Restricting the Power of the Political Bureaucracy 


Se that we could spend too much, and in particular to invest too much, by 
adopting excessive government administration we have closed the door to the 
operation of objective economic and market laws, but they have returned with 
the force of the elements and have entered through the windows like a flood. 
An expression of our present difficulties is the vigorous strengthening of the 
operation of economic laws, accompanied by an equally vigorous strengthening 
of self-management planning and decisic making by the working class and work- 
ing people in managing accumulation and social reproduction as a whole. Which 
means that the power of the political bureaucracy and the power of the tech- 
nocracy in enterprises, which is augmented by mutual ties, has to be deter- 
minedly restricted. The economic contradictions have exacerbated extremely 
the conflict between self-management and statism. These are the basic causes 
of the individual difficulties which you have mentioned in Yugoslavia and in 
Vojvodina. 


If food production is to progress according to our real capabilities and 
needs, the agroindustrial complex has to be freed of statist restrictions, in 
particular decisionmaking by the Federal Executive Council on the prices and 
export of food. The production of food needs to be integrated into the socio- 
economic relations of self-management like any other production sector. Agri- 
cultural workers and farmers have the right to self-management just like other 
direct producers in our country. The freer operation of economic laws and ad- 
vanced self-management planning are needed in the agroindustrial complex as 
they are elsewhere. All of us together have already paid very dear for the 
delay in adoption of economic policy measures in the food area. 


Disputes 


[Question] Recently there has been quite a bit said about relations in SR 
[Socialist Republic] Serbia. Aside from the well-known counterrevolutionary 
events in Kosovo, the question is often asked: “What does Vojvodina want?” or 
"What is happening in Vojvodina?" The differences in views are obvious. 
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Could you single out certain basic differences in views, if there are any: 

for example, over the question of Vojvodina’s autonomy, issues related to the 
bylaws? To what extent are those different views the cause of certain tenden- 
cies and what strength is there to overcome those differences? 


[Answer] The development of socialist self-management, the SFRY Constitution 
and the decisions of the 10th LCY Congress have proclaimed the self-managing 
independence and equality of the nationalities and ethnic minorities and of 
the republics and provinces in our Yugoslav Federation. However, the workers 
and the working people and the nationalities and ethnic minorities of Vojvo- 
dina cannot exercise their self-managing independence and equality if they are 
infringed within SR Serbia. 


The problems and difficulties arise out of the endeavor to restrict the his- 
toric achievements of SAP [Socialist Autonomous Province] Vojvodina's self- 
managing independence and equality within SR Serbia through governmental and 
political centralization. Those disputes have been manifested in the economic 
field in particular through the insistence of the republic center, on the 
question of the governmental organization of the republic, through the insis- 
tence on strengthening uniform republic legislation, and especially in the do- 
main of nationwide defense and social self-protection, the security service, 
and especially the State Security Service, as well as in foreign policy. In 
spite of the Resolutions of the Central Committee of the League of Communists 
of Serbia adopted in January, concerning settlement of those questions, we are 
now on the threshold of a new exacerbation. 


A Flowering of All Ethnic Cultures 


The issue has been raised of relations within the League of Communists of Ser- 
bia, of its “unity” and of its “democratic centralism,” and for the first time 
outvoting and majority rule have replaced democratic reconciliation of inter- 
ests and policy within the delegate Assembly of SR Serbia. Instead of joint 
efforts to develop self-management, income-sharing relations, and the conclu- 
sion of self-management accords and social compacts, the questions at issue 
are returning us to redistribution of government powers and the powers of the 
forums and organs of tie League of Communists of Serbia. 


[Question] There has also been “name-calling” to the effect that Vojvodina is 
moving toward destruction of Serbian culture. 


[Answer] In cultural policy we insist on free development and flowering of 
all the etonic cultures in Vojvodina and on their self-managing community 
consensus <2 the foundations of equality. It is the essence of culture to 
strive for open communications with the world, for openness and cooperation 
with all cultures within Yugoslavia, and Vojvodina communists are encouraging 
and nurturing that interethnic community spirit in cultural life. The unity 
that has been achieved between the class aspect and the ethnic aspect in our 
cultural policy does not require any sort of specific relations on an ethnic 
basis that would upset the lively dialectics of the community spirit of cul- 
ture and artistic creativity of the nationalities and ethnic minorities of 
Vojvodina. 
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For the culture of the Serbs to have a privileged position with respect to the 
culture of the other nationalities and ethnic minorities in the province would 
constitute a retreat from the overall policy of the equality of the nationali- 
ties and ethnic minorities and of brotherhood and unity in Vojvodina. And 
that is what constitutes the tremendous historic achievement of the revolu- 
tionary struggle of the League of Communists of Vojvodina and the resolution 
of the nationality question in Yugoslavia. It is our duty to oppose every 
disruption of those achievements, regardless of who is responsible. 


Unlimited Devotion to the LCY and Tito's Lifework 


Throughout the entire history of Vojvodina, the Communist Party of Yugoslavia 
for Vojvodina, that is, the League of Communists of Vojvodina is the first po- 
litical party which all the nationalities in Vojvodina have had in common. 
During the National Liberation Struggle and the socialist revolution it trans- 
formed the working class, the nationalities and the ethnic minorities of Voj- 
vodina from the object of political enslavement and economic exploitation by 
hegemonistic Hungary and the Serbian and Croatian bourgeoisie into an exponent 
of a free socialist and self-managing Vojvodina, of a fraternal community of 
all its equal nationalities and ethnic minorities, in particular of Serbs, 
Croats and Hungarians. 


That is why the workers, the working people and citizens, and all the nation- 

alities and ethnic minorities of Vojvodina feel unlimited devotion to the Conm- 
munist Party, that is, to the LCY, to the thoughts and lifework of Josip Broz 

“ito, the most important Yugoslav figure of all time. The degradation and de- 
struction of self-managing independence and equality of Vojvodina in the name 

of anyone's nationalism or advocacy of a powerful state would inflict a seri- 

ous blow to interethnic relations in Yugoslavia; this would cause a crisis of 

self-management by the working class, the working people and citizens, and es- 
pecially in relations among the nationalities and ethnic minorities in Vojvo- 

dina. 


There Can Never Be Enough Activities by Consensus 


[Question] Though there has been no manifestation of organized nationalistic 
activity in Vojvodina since the events in Kosovo, there has been a growth of 
Serbian and Hungarian nationalism, and indeed even irredentism. To what ex- 
tent have a certain self-satisfaction and the assessment of the situation to 
the effect that “there have been no cases of irresponsible behavior” in the 
Vojvodina organizations of the League of Communists been blunting the sharp 
edge of the struggle against nationalism and other “isms” in this province? 


[Anewer] Even in the past period the League of Communists of Vojvodina car- 
ried on a widespread political-ideological effort to develop the equality of 
our nationalities and ethnic minorities and to reinforce brotherhood and unity 
and socialist self-management consensus. There can never be enough of these 
efforts, nor dare we ever fall into complacency. 


When the Albanian nationalistic counterrevolution in Kosovo was sharply con- 


demed, a warning was issued concerning occurrences of nationalism in our own 
community, including the creation of an anti-Albanian disposition. 
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Though nationalism has not been manifested in the forms of organized activity, 
individual expressions and reactions from nationalistic positions have occur- 
red in all fields of work and creativity. Their number has been increasing 
since the counterrevolutionary events in Kosovo, especially in the case of 
Great Serb and Hungarian nationalism, and indeed even irredentisn. 


There has also been heightened activity on a nationalistic basis by the reac- 
tionary portion of the clergy, especially within the Roman Catholic and Ser- 
bian Orthodox churches, but in other religious communities as well. Tenden- 
cies toward politicization of the church have become stronger with a portion 
of the clergy, and there has been a tendency to portray the church as the only 
reliable defender of ethnic interests. 


[Box, first colum] 
Membership in the League of Communists 


From the 16th conference up to the beginning of this year almost 2,000 new 
primary organizations of the League of Communists have been established in the 
League of Communists of Vojvodina. There has been a great deal of activity to 
implement the initiative of Comrade Tito concerning collective work, decision- 
making and responsibility. From the beginning of 1978 to the end of 1981 the 
number of members of the League of Communists of Vojvodina increased from 
179,000 to 223,000, or 25 percent. Today nearly 1 inhabitant of the province 
in 10 and | owt of every 3 persons employed in the socialized sector is 4 me.- 
ber of the League of Communists. 


[Box, middle colum|] 
Per Capita Income of $2,850 


Between 1976 and 1980 the social product in Vojvodina increased at an average 
annual rate of 5 percent: 7.1 percent in industry and 1.8 percent in agricul- 
ture. Labor productivity rose at a rate of 2.6 percent. Economic activity 
facilitated a 3.l-percent annual growth of employment, the overall standard of 
living rose at a rate of 4.6 percent, and personal consumption grew at a rate 
higher than 3.7 percent. At the end of 1980 the per capita national income in 
Vojvodina was about $2,850. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


LITERARY PAPER REFUTES CHARGES OF CHAUVINIS™M 
Belgrade KNJIZEVNA REC in Serbo-Croatian 25 Feb 82 p 2 


[Text] At a joint session of the presidium of the Central Committee of the 
League of Communists of Serbia and the presidium of the republic-level SAWPY 
committee regarding information services on 12 February 1982, the following 
positions with respect to KNJIZEVNA REC were stated in the introductory re- 
port by Moncilo Saljak, LCS CC executive secretary: 


“However, we must refer to certain negative phenomena that are the result of 
the one-sidedness of the editorial policy of certain publications. Political 
problems are provoked by the unacceptable, onesided and sensationalistic re- 
porting of events and phenomena in certain milieus, based solely upon negative 
examples from social practice. The reporting of certain journals such as DUGA 
and KNJIZEVNA REC and also certain other youth publications regarding certain 
aspects of political life in Bosnia and Hercegovina have generated justifiable 
critical reactions because of bias, intolerance and the unacceptable linking 
of scattered instances with broader political conditions in such a milieu 


“Regardless of the motivations for bringing up certain subjects and events, 
the manner in which this is done in certain cases has an objectively national- 
istic tone.” 


Since we think that the keys to objectivity are not always found in one pair 
of hands, and also for a variety of other reasons, we cannot accept an assese- 
ment of this kind. 


Above all, we are of the opinion that critical reporting about the third 
universal theory of so-called “Islamic socialism,” about the plagiarien of 
echolarly works and favorable appraisals of such plagiariems, about viocla- 
tions of certain elementary legal and ethical norms in various acts, and about 
the fact that contributors to religious newspapers become editors of theoreti- 
cal party journals are in no way exclusively political topics, but rather 
topics that concern the fulfillment of the basic legal, civil and sel f-managing 
rights and obligations of all citizens. In a certain sense, this is a matter 
of a prepolitical quarrel; or, more precisely, this discussion can be treated 
as political only to the extent that all topics are political. And, of 
course, to the extent to which the actors in the “events” in question are 
actors in political life. 
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We aleo consider the direct and indirect identification of individuals with 
vhole so-called “milieus” to be deeply unacceptable and alien to any social- 
ist self-managing and public consideration of our present situation. 


But here is what is most important. We think that it is the task of every 
revolutionary organization, such as the LCY, and its organs, to take clear 
positions on specific social phenomena--including those involved here--and 
only on the basis of such evaluations and appraisals to take positions as 
well on their interpretations in the public information media, which are also 


a social phenomenon. 


We hope that the cited reasons are both sufficient and convincing to indicate 
why we consider the assessment of a single individual regarding an “objectively 
nationalistic tone” to be absolutely unacceptable and untenable. 
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